PREACH”D 


At Little $i, Helens, 


T. O THE 


SOCIETY 


Attending the 


Lord's-Day M orning- Lecture, | 


On the 28th of Mar, 1722. 
BEING THE 


BIRTH- DAT 


King GEORGE. 


By WILIIA T ons. 
Publiſh'd at the Deſire of thoſe that heard it. it. 


e 


| Printed for RichARD Fond, at the Angel in che 


Poultry, near Stocks. Market. 1722. 


— — —— 
#4. Y 


„. 


Price Four Pence. 


* 


— . 
2 „ 


8 


-— 


To thoſe at whoſe Requeſt this 
Sermon was publiſh'd. 


GENTLEME N, 


17 W peared in your candid Ace- 
N coptauce and Approbetion 


makes it very Evident, that you are nous 


|; of thoſe, who are juſtly Hamed for fen 


ing 


The Dedication: 
ing their 7 Diſcontent and Diſaffection to 


our. happy - Eftabliſhment, and therefor 
10 was leſs needful, to you than it may to 
ſome” others: + 1 would bope there are 
not many of eur Denomination, t bat 
have given into the ſcandalous Freedoms 
ſome have taken to arraign the Govern- 
ment; but it is too plain, an unjuſti- 
Fable Liberty bas been taken, and 1 be- 


lieve it has given ſome Encouragement 


to our Common Enemies, to enter into 
freſh Defiens againſt us, and this Con- 
fideration alone, muſt ſurely be ſuffici- 
ent to convince all that through Haſte 
and Inadvertency, have broken the Rules 
of \Duty, Decency and Diſcretion, how 
much Reaſon they have to blame them- 
ſelves for it; if any Thing, here ſaid 
may prevail with all that heartily love 
4 their 


| The Dedication) n 1 
their Country, to pray mare for our Ge- 
vernors, and talk leſs againſt themg+L 
fall eafily bear. the Cenſures mbich I 
expe from others : I :muſt own, «what 
I have obſerved my: ſelf, aud more that 
¶ have beard from others, of t bat at unruly 
Spirit that has too much prevailed of 
late, has, not only made me afraid of 
what the Conſequences may be to the 
Government it ſelf; but of the evil 
Influence 1t may have upon all Manner 
of Order and good Rule among us. This 
untoward Spirit will be in Danger of 
entering into all private Relation, and 
thoſe that. take upon them to treat their 
Superiours with ſo much Diſrepef, may | 
teach their Children, and their Ser- 
wants, to uſe them after the ſame un- 
Becoming Manner, and then they will too 
late 


— 


The Dedication. 


feriars” ſo had an Example : To prevent 
= this,” as' well as many other great Vicon. 
Fo wentencees, I have been ſomewhat more 
Worm and Zealous on thi Subject, than 


perhaps was expected from, 


\ 1 


Gentlemen, 


al 


Your oblie'd Servant, a 
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I exhort therefore, that firſt of all Supplications, | 

Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving Thanks be 

made for all Men. For Rings and all in Au- 

thority, that we may lead a quiet and peace- 
_— Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


HE Cuftom which you of this 
2 5 Society have ſo long kept up, to 


| de Duties of religious Worſhip, 
can need ne Apology, doubtleſs, while you ma- 
| | | —_ 
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150 it wih your wonted Solemnity. and Sbriery. 
it will be e of; God, and approved by N 


r if our gracious God, x. King of Kings, and 
255 of Lords,” ſhall now afford us his favourable 
Preſence, we ſhall know no Reaſon to envy thoſe 
that are admitted into the Palaces of our Princes, 
there to celebrate this happy and memorable Day. 

The Work to arhich you haye now called me is, 
to dire& you from the Word of God in the pro- 
per Duty of the Day ; in this I ſhall endeavour to 
preſerve the Character of a Goſpel Miniſter, not 
aſſuming that of a Politician, to which I know, I 
have no Pretenſions. 

I have therefore choſen this Text of Scripture _ 
for the Subject of my Diſcourſe, in which St. Paul, 
as an Apoſtle, exhorts — as an Aſſiſtant \ 
Evangeliſt, to put the Chriſtian People in Mind 
how much it was their Duty to offer up folemn Ad- 
dreſſes to God, as for all Men in general, ſo eſpecially , 
for Kings and all in Authority, that under them they 
might lead quiet and *peaceable Lives in all * 
and Honeſtꝛ. 0 

The illative Particle, 8 * to i we 
have before, in the Cloſe of the firſt Chap. v. 18, 1 9. : 
This Charge commit unto thee, Son Timothy, acc rd 
ix to the Prophecies that went before of thee, that thou . | 
mighteſt war a good Mfarfare, holding Faith 


tn Y fd A A to od. fri fs ma 


good Conſcitnce ; which ſome having} put away,” | 


ing Faith have. made Shipwrack : Of whom is Hymene- 
us 


n Ry 
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us and Alexander, whom Z have delivered 10 
Satan, that they may tearn not to blaſpheme : I ex- 
bort therefore, that Supplications and Prayers, &c, * 

By this it ſeems one conſiderable Part of Timathy's 
Warfare, was his contending with thoſe that were 
making Shipwrack of the Faith and a good Conſci- 
ence, and not content to abandon the great Ar- 
ticles of Chriſtianity themſelves, they proceeded 
to blaſpheme them, and to revile, inſult and * 
thoſe that faithfully adhered to them. | 

This was indeed a deplorable Caſe, and call 
aloud for ſerious ſolemn Prayer ; and that for all 
Men, that according to the declared Will of God, 
ver. 4. They might be ſaved, and come to the Knawledgo 
of the Truth, and that thoſe who had learned the 
Truth, as it is in Jeſus, might continue and be con- 
firmed in it; and that eſpecially Prayers ſhould be 
made for Kings and all in Authority; not that they 
ſhould propagate Chriſtianity by the Sword, but 
that they ſhould defend and protect the peaceable 
Profeſſors of it, from the Infolence and Blaſphemy 
of thoſe that were fallen off from it; for it has been 
generally obſery'd, that one Apoſtate from the true 
Religion, has been more Malicious and Cruel, than 
Ten of its veteran Enemies. 

This I take to be the true Connection of the 
Place, from which I now proceed to the ſubject Mat- 
ter. I exhort therefore, that Supplications, Prayers, 
Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be made for al Men, 
For Kings, and all in Authority, that we may lead a 

| | B quiet 
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quiet and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

The Subſtance of which, as far as I am able to 
Aen. it, I would offer to you in the following 
Poſitions. 


Firft, Solemn Prayer is one of the principal Du- 
ties of the Chriſtian Life, and our beſt reſort in 
Times of Danger. 

It is one of the principal Duties of the Chriſtian 
Life, and therefore is firſt of all to be regarded by 
us, it is Tg&Tey rr the firſt of all thoſe Things 


that are eſſential to the Chriſtian State, as Breath- 

ing is one of the firſt Symptoms of natural Life, 
and a principal Means of preſerving that Life: So 
ſpiritual Breathings are the beſt Sign, of ſpiritual 
Life; this was given to Ananias as a Proof of Saul's 


Converſion, that now he prayed, Acts 9. 11. "Thoſe 
that are New-born, in a ſpiritual Senſe, will defire 
the fincere Milk of the Wes, that they may grow there- 
by, 1 Pet. 2. 2. 

The natural Life is preſerved by breathing in 
and breathing out; the divine Life, in the Soul of 
Man, 1s preſerved by breathing in by Prayer, and 
breathing out by Praiſe. The Spirit of Grace ever 
was and will be a Spirit of Supplication, Zach. 12. 10. 
The Servants of God have /always been a pray- 
ing People, and, God has been a God hearing 
Prayer ever ſince Men began to call upon the 
Name of the Lord, this is his Name and his Me- 
moral in all Generations. 


This 
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This is our beſt reſort in times of Danger; when 
either Religion or our Liberty are in Danger, 
our wiſeſt and ſafeſt Courſe is, to betake our 
ſelves to God in Prayer, Pſal. 62. 8. Truſt in him 
at all Times; ye People, pour out your Hearts before him 
God is a Refuge for us. Selah. 

This is the firſt Means we ſhould uſe for our 
Safety; it is not to be deferr'd till we have 
try:d all other Ways, but with this we ſhould be- 
gin, and with this we ſhould go on, then all other 
proper Endeavous are moſt like to be ſucceſsful. - 


Secondly, Notwithſtanding the Excellency of this 
Duty, there are few Chriſtians ſo good, but they 
have need to be quickned and call'd upon to tlie 
faithful Performance of it; for tho the Spirit of 
Adoption inclines and leads them to their Heavenly 
Father in Prayer, yet there is that in their .own 
Spirits which often hinders them, they find a Law, 
that when they would do Good Evil is preſent with 
them, Rom. 7. 21. The Sin that dwells-in them, as 
a dead Weight, it keeps them down when they 
would aſcend upyards, it pulls them back when 
they would preſs forwards ; and even, when they 
think their Hearts are well bent and fix'd, they 
often find they are turned afide like a deceitful Bow, 
Pſal. 78. 57. It is our Duty to be conſtant in 
Prayer, even with a Conſtancy that may be called 
praying always; but how often are Opportunities 


for Prayer neglected and loſt. | 
B 2 We 


— — = 
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Prayer, ſince cold Prayers ſeem only to beg a Do- 
nial; but who has not Cauſe to complain of a 
Ainful Remiſſneſs: The prevailing Prayer ſhould be 
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We-are commanded to be inftant and fervent in 


ĩref y aan, the inwrought and the inworking 88770 
but the due Fervor is often wanting. 

Sometimes the Providence of God wee tels 

us, it is time for us to ſeek the Lord, and bids us 


gather our ſelves together; but we do not always 


attend to the Call, nor diſcern aright the Signs of 


the Times. 

In this Caſe, it is the Duty both of Mayifirates 
and Minifters, to exhort and require us, that we 
ſtir up our ſelves to take hold on God, and we 


| Tthould conſcientiouſly comply with them, and we 


ſhould be thankful to God that we have ſuch Moni- 
tors, tho we have reaſon to be aſham'd that we 
ſhould fo much need them. The Primitive Chri- 
ſtians could ſay, they pray d fine Monitore quia de 
peffore, their own Hearts were inſtead of Monitors 
to them; and they ſhould be ſo to us, but the 
Weakneſs of our Faith, the Strength of Corrup- 
tion, and the Amuſements of this vain World, are 
dur great Hindrances in the Duty of Prayer; 
and we ſhould be thankful to any that ſhall call 


upon us as the Sailors to Jonah, What meaneſt thou 


O ſleeper, awake and call upon thy God, Chap. 1. 6. 


| Thirdh, Prayer is a very copions and compre-- 
henſive Duty, it takes a great Compaſs. 


The 
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The Charter of Prayer is as large and full ag 
our Hearts can deſire, yon may find it in John 16+ 
'23. Whatſoever ycu ſhall ask the Father in my Name he 
will give it. 25 mn 7 5 
The Spirit of Prayer is free and flowing, it in- 
cludes an humble Liberty with the great God, + 
have boldneſs to enter the Holieſt by the Blood of Yeſas, 
Heb. 10. 19. We have a great High Prieft that 
is paſſed into the Heavens for us, and therefore 
we may come boldly to the Throne of Grace, that 
we may obtain Mercy, and find Grace to help in 
every time of need. God is a bountiful Bene- 
factor, He gives liberally, and upbraids us not 
with coming too often, or asking too much; and 
the Spirit of Prayer is not a Spirit of Bondage, nut 
a narrow, not a ſervile Spirit, but a Spirit of Adop- 
tion, enabling us to cry Abba Father, Rom. 8. 15. 
The Sorts and Parts of this Duty are various, 
we are to pray always with all manner of Prayer and 
Suppliration in the Spirit, and to watch thereunto with 
all perſeverance, Eph. 6. 18. We have in our Text 
feveral Words uſed to expreſs the various Sorts 
and Parts of this Duty; as Supplications, as Hour, 
Deprecations for the averting or removing of Evil, 
either of Sin or Puniſhment, Evils either of 4 
temporal or ſpiritual Nature; and while we are in 
this evil World, in jeopardy every day and hour, 
we have often need to dread and deprecate the ma- 
ny great Evils to Which we are expos'd; thus out 
Saviour taught his Diſciples to pray daily; that 
N they 
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they. might not be led into Temptation, but deli- 
ver'd from Evil ; and thus he himſelf pray'd for 


them, John 17. 5. I pray not that thou ſbould'ſt take 


them out of the World, but that thou ſhould'ſt keep them 
from the Evil ; their continuance in the World is 
neceſſary for others, but it will be dangerous to 
themſelves ; keep them from the Evil of the World- 
Another Sort and Part of this Duty is Obſecra- 


gion, weoowy er, Prayers, Petitions for what is good, 


Mercy and Grace, to help in time of need, eſpe- 
cially ſpiritual Mercies, ſeeking firſt the Kingdom 
of God and the Righteouſneſs thereof, and then 
whatever temporal good Things may be fit for us. 
Our Condition in this World is not only hazardous 
but neceſſitous, we have nothing but what God is 
pleas'd freely to give us, and we muſt beg our 
daily Bread from him. 

Another thing in Prayer is Interceſſion, we are to 
pray with and for others i, it uc, our Saviour 
taught his Diſciples to pray, Our Father, not to be 
fingular or ſelfiſh in Prayer, but to include others, 
even in our moſt ſecret Addreſſes to God ; indeed 
we ard not worthy to put up one Petition for our 
ſelves, and yet thro' Chrift we have the Privilege 


and Honour conferr'd upon us, to be Interceſſors 
with God for others. 

And further, the Duty of Prayer is not com- 
pleft without Thankſgivings, wxecries, if this be 
pot properly Prayer, yet it is certainly Adoration, 


and ſhould always accompany our Supplications ; ; 
1 
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if God do not hear our Praiſes for what we have 
\xeceiv'd, we cannot expect that He ſhould" hear 
our Prayers for what we want, Pſal. 65. 1, 2. Praiſe 
waiteth for thee, O God, in Zion, and to thee ſhall rhe 
Vow be performed, O thou that heareſt Prayer, 10 thee 
ſhall all Fleſh come; they ſhall not only come to pray 
for further Mercy, but to pay their Vows for the 
- Returns of Prayer _y have already receives 
from God. 


| * 
Fourthly, None of the Children of Men are to be 
denied an Intereſt in our Prayers; we are not only 
allowed, but exhorted to offer up Supplications and - 
Prayers for all Men, All the Inhabitants of this 
World, as they are our Fellow Creatures, our 
Brethren, Partakers of the ſame Nature ; for God 
hath made of one Blood all Nations of Men, that 
dwell on all the Face of the Earth: The Spirit of 
Prayer is a large generous benevolent Spirit, for it 
is the Spirit of that God who is not willing that 
any ſhould periſh ; in this Spirit there is a divine 
Philantropy, good Will towards Men, even towards: 
all Men. 

There are none ſo good but what need your Pray 
ers; the beſt have their Wants, their Weakneſles, 
their Temptations, their Afflictions, and their Cor- 
ruptions too, which lay them under a Neceſſity of be- 
ing much in Prayer themſelves, and deſiring the Pray-- 
ers of others. How often do we hear this great Apoſtle; 
of the Gentiles, begging the Prayers of the Churches, 
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1 Thefl. 5. 25. Brethren, pray for us ; and again, 
2 Tell. 3. 1, 2. Finally, Brethren, pray for us, that the 
Ward of Gad may have free courſe, and be glorified, &. 
And Heb. 13. 18. Pray for us, for we truft we have 
& gead Conſcience in all Things, willing to live ne- 
5; and very particularly, Eph. 6. 19. having di- 
rected them 10 pray for all the Saints, he adds [as if 
he were, indeed, lefs than the leaſt of all the Saints] 
and for me, that utterance may be given unto me, that 
{ may open my Mouth boldly to make known the Myſtery 
of the Goſpel ; and he ſeems to expe& more from the 
Prayers of the Churches than from his own. Phil. x. 
19. For this I know fhall turn to my Salvation, through 
your Prayer, and the Supply of the Spirit of Jeſus 
It is certainly a great Advantage to have a ge- 
neral Intereſt in the Prayers of good People; it is 
like trading in many Bottoms, which generally pro- 
duces the ſafeſt and ſpeedieſt Returns: The Mer- 
chant that has a Share in many Ships, often hears 
one or other is arrived, in which he is concerned; 
and he that has an Intereſt in the Prayers of 
many Chriſtians, may expect that every Day will 
bring him the Returns of one or other of them. 
There are none on Earth ſo bad as to be be- 
yond the reach of our Prayers, at leaſt we cannot 


know them to be ſo. There is a Sin unto Death, 


which deprives thoſe that have committed it of 


the Benefit of the Prayers of the Churches and 
* of God ; but as it is very difficult to under- 


ſtand 
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ſtand what the peculiar” Nature of that Sin is, o 
ir is, I think, impoſſible for us to know that any of 
our Acquaintance have been guilty of it? Some 
melancholy Chriſtians have been ready to charge” 
themſelves with it, hich I take to be a good Sigu 
that they are free from that great Tranſgreffion ; 
bur I have never known any ſober Perſon venture 
to pronounce another guilty of it. „e nt 

We know none ſo bad, but perad venture, God 
may give them Repentance, and ought to pray 
that he would do it. Our bleſſed Lord dyed pray- 
ing for his Murderers ; Fathe#, forgive them,” the 
know not what they do; the holy Martyr Stephen, 
in conformity to his dying Lord, pray d for thoſe 
that were ſtoning him to Death; Lord, lay not this 
to their Charge : Theſe are Examples highly worthy 
of our Imitation, it is the Glory of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that it obliges us to love our Enemies, 70 
bleſs them that curſe us, to do good to them that hate us, and 
to pray for them that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſetute 
4s; Thus approving our ſelves to be the Childrew of 
God, who maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil and on the 
Good, and ſendeth Rain on the een 
Matth. 5. 44, 45. 

It is our Duty often and earneſtly to pray FS 
16K World, a World that lies in Wickedneſs, the 
vaſt Multitude of miſerable Creatures, that fit in 
Darkneſs, and in the Region of the Shadow of 
Death, that the Day ſpring from on high may vi- 
fit them, that the Name that is above every Name 
the glorious Immanue], God with us, God mani- 
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feſted in the Fleſh, reconciling the World to him- 
ſelf] may be great among the Gentiles, from the 
riſing of the Sun to the going down thereof, ſince. 
there is no other Name given under Heaven ber 
ſides this, by which Men can be ſaved. 1 
It is our Dury to pray often and earneſtly for 
wilfully againſt Goſpel Light and Knowledge, and 
do thoſe abominable Things in the very Face of the 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, that the Pagans would be 
aſham d of; the Caſe of ſuch as theſe is extremely 
Dangerous; but yet we muſt not give it up as 
deſperate; while there is Life there is Hope; and 
while there is any Ground for Hope, there is 
room for Prayer; indeed to pray for the Dead, 
as ae Papiſts do, is not only an unwazrantable, 
but a pernicious Practice: Some may think, if thoſe 
Prayers do no-good, yet they do no harm ; bur if 
this Caſe be well conſidered, I believe it will ap- 
pear, that though they can do no good to the 
Dead, they may do the greateſt harm to the Living; 
as this gives them ſome Encouragement, "to delay 
their Repentance to the laſt, by making them be- 
lieve if Death ſnould overtake them unawares and 
unprepared, yet they have another Chance for it, 
and the Matter may be retrieved, by the Merits 
and Maſſes, and Prayers of others. This is ſo far 


Cruelty, thus ſor their on Advantage to delude 
their ignorant · Followers to their Deſtruction; but 
. be ſurprized at this, ſince among the 
>: . Mer- 
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Merchandize of Myſtical Babylon, we find Slaves 
and Souls of Men; and certainly this Practice I 
have mentioned, is to make Merchandize of the 
Souls of Men, having before enflaved them. 
When once the Souls of Men have left the Body, 
either they are received up into Heaven, or ſeat 
down to a Place, between 'which and Heaven 
there is fixed a great and impaſſable Gulph, chat 
renders the Happineſs of the one State, and the 
Miſery of the other, Unchangeable and Eternal. 

5. Beſides, the general Obligation we are un- 
der to pray for all Men, we are eſpecially obliged 
to pray for Kings. and- all in Authority.” We 
are obliged to honour the  kingly Office as 
the Ordinance of God, though not excluſive of 
other Forms of Government; the Goſpel is a 
Law of Liberty, but not of Licentiouſneſs, far 
from cancelling, ir ſtrenghtens the Bonds of Civil 
Society; they are not the Servants of God, but the 
Sons of Belial, that ſay of their Rulers,” Let ws 
break their Bands in ſunder, | and caſt away their Cords 
from us ; the Goſpel in the ſtrongeſt Terms. obli- 
ges us to be ſubjett to the higher Powers, as being ur- 
dained of God, and for our Good, and to be ſubjedt not 
ouly for Wrath, luut for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 13: L, 5. 
The ſame: Authority that commands us to fear God, 
commands us, in the ſame Breath, to hoxzour the King, 
and one part of the Honour we owe: to Kings is. 
8 Thankſgiving. An 

We are to bleſs God for civil Government, for 


the 'Ofice ef ahe- oy ſo neceſſary fur the 
pub- 
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publick Peace, Order and Safety ; without this 
there would be none to be terrors to evil doers, or 
a Praiſe to thoſe that do well, every one then will do 
what ſeems right in his own Eyes, not judging by 
Reaſon, but Luft and Self-Intereſt ; and thus _e 
Thing falls into Confuſion and Ruin. p 
Some talk of a State of Nature, antecedent to 


that of Government, in which all are equal and on a_ 


Level ; I know there is a State of Naturein a moral 
Senſe, before Perſons are actually broughtunder the 
Government of God our Saviour, and I am con- 
vinced, that State is very ſinful and wretched ; 
but whether there be a State of Nature in a politi- 
cal Senſe, I very much doubt, it may perhaps be 
ſuppoſed, as an abftra& Notion, and may be the 
Subject of certain Theories and Speculations ; but 


I queſtion whether ever there was ſuch a Caſe in 


fact, I am ſure there cannot be in right, any ſuch 
Numbers of Men, without the diftint Order of 
Governors and Governed ; and if any conſiderable 
Body, of Men ſhould. continue without Govern- 
ment, they would certainly act contrary to the 
plaineſt Dicatgs of right Reaſon, and the com- 
mon Intereſts of Mankind, 

I ſhould not have mentioned this, had I not with 
concern obſerved, how ſtrangely intoxicated ſome Per- 
ſons now are, with the Name and falſe Notion of Li- 
berry, both in Matters of a religious and ſecular 
Nature, in their Zeal againſt Tyranny, they have 
run into the contrary Extreme, of an ungovern- 


able Licentiouſneſs, equall 7 unreaſonable and per- 


nicious⸗ 
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nicious, as that from which they flee, to the diſor- 
derly Patrons of theſe wild Sentiments, we juſtly 
apply the Words of the Apoſtle Peter, Epiſt. 2. 

c. 2. Preſumptuous are they, felf-wilf d, they are net 

afraid to ſpeak evil of Dignities, but while they promiſe 
[others] Liberty, they * are the Servants of Gr- 
rupti on. 

And as we ought to bleſs God for Civil G 
ment of what Form ſoever, ſo we ought to pray for 
Kings and all in Authority; for ſuch Perſons having 
a great and diffuſive Intereſt, are capable of doing a 
great deal of Good, or a great deal of Miſchief in 
the World; of being great publick Bleffings, or pub- 

lick Calamities. How great a Bleſſing good Gover- 
nors are, is elegantly deſcribed in 2 Sam. 23. 3, 4. 
The God of Iſrael ſaid, the Rock of Iſrael ſpake unto me, 
He that ruleth over Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear. 
-of God, and be ſhall be as the Light of the Morning when- 
the Sun riſeth, even a Morning without Clouds, as the ten- 
der Graſs ſpringing out of the Earth by clear ſhining after 
Rain. That is, he ſhall render his People honoura - 
ble and proſperous, illuſtrious and plentiful ; upon 
this, David humbly caſts himſelf down at the Foot 
of God, and owns the failures of his mung 
My houſe is not ſo with God. 4 
The Reverſe to this we have in Prov. 28. 27 
16. As a roaring Lion aud a ranging Bear, ſo is a wick- 
ed Ruler over the poor People. The Prince that wanteth 
Underſtanding is a great Oppreſſor. Now fince the 
Welfare of whole Nations ordinarily depends upon 
the Temper and Conduct of their Governors, it 
] 70 a muſt 
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muſt needs be the Duty and Wiſdom of every 
— to pray . and all in Authority. 


 Sixthl and Laſtly, One great Reaſon why we 
ſhould pray for Kings and all in Authority, is, 
thar under them we may lead quiet and peacea- 
ble Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. This is 
not the only Reaſon, for our regards to the Honour 
and Happineſs of our Governors ſhould have 
great Weight with us, there is a dutiful Affection 
we owe to our Governors as the Fathers of their 
Country, and ſhould deſire every Thing for them, 
that may encreaſe their Renown in this World, 
and their Reward in the other. 

But dur own Intereſt obliges us to pray for 
chains and in doing ſo, we _ pray for our 


ſelves. 
-. O8f, 1. We do not pray for Ring that we may 


receive Places and Preferments from them, but 
Protection; nd that we may be advanc'd to Offi- 
ces of Power and Truſt, but that we may be quiet 
and peateable. It is doubtleſs the Duty of Sub- 
jects to render themſelves as capable of ferving 
the" Publick as they can, and as worthy of the 
Honougs and Favour of the Government, but it 
does not become them, ambire Magiſiratum, to aſpire 
to Power to make themſelves troubleſome to their 
Superiors by Importunity and Intruſion, but ta 
leave it to them, as the moſt proper Judges, who 
they ſhall think fit to employ. It is natural for 
Men of aſpiting Tempers, to over-value their 
n own 


c 


own Abilities, as if nothing could be well dang, 


we -- 
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without their help. Thus Alſalom ſtole away the 
Hearts of the People by blaming the Admmiſtra - 
tion, and pretending how all their Grievances. 
ſhould be redreſs'd if he were but made a Judge 


in the Lana, 2 Sam. 15. 3, 4. How. much more 


noble was that of Mephiboſbeth, when Ziba, by falſe. 
Suggeſtions, had gain'd his Birthright, and Dawid 
being convinc'd of it, propos d the Land ſhould be. 
divided between them. He, like a Son, worthy, 
of Jonathan, that moſt Princely Friend, reply d, r- 
aſmuch as my Lord the King is come again in Peace 10 
his own Houſe, let Ziba take all, 2 Sam. 19. 30. Now 
for Perſons to pray for Kings chiefly that they may 


be advanc d by them, is a Deſign ſo vain and ſelfih, ; 


as muſt needs profane and defile their Devotions. 
2. Even this Protection they deſire no further 
than as they keep within the Bounds of their Duty, 
they only deſire they may be quiet while they are 
peaceable, and exerciſe themſelves in Godlineſs vo- 
wards their Maker, and Honeſty towards. their 
Fellow-Creatures ; they do not deſire tobe protected 
in their ſeditious, profane, and diſhoneſt Practices, 
they know Sedition, Immorality, and „ 
are Faults to be puniſh'd by the Judges ; the height 
of their Ambition is, that while they are quiet, 
and ſtudy to do their own Buſineſs, and to keep a, 


Conſcience void of Offence towards God and 


towards Men, they may be defended from 
the Inſults and Injuries of wicked and unreaſongr 
ble Men; theſe are the modeſt and humble Wiſhes 

0 
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of the faithful Diſciples and Followers of the Lord 
Jeſus, having learned of him to be meek and low- 
ly, they have Reaſon to expect Reſt and Quiet un- 
der the Government, and ſhall be ſure to enjoy Reſt 


in their own Souls. 
What now remains is, to bring the Matter home 


to our ſelves, by applying theſe Things to the 
Government under which we live, the equal and 
gentle Government of our moſt Gracious Sove- 


reign King George. 
1. Let us make Confience of this Duty of pray- 
ing for our King conſtantly and fervently ; I would 


here have thoſe Words of Job in my Thoughts, 


Chap. 32. 22. I know not how to give flattering Titles, 
in ſo doing my Maker would ſoon take me away. I doubt 


not but you are ſenſible we have a wiſe and a good 


King, but yet he is not above the Need of our 
Prayers, a Crown of Gold often proves to the 
Head that wears it a Crown of Thorns. 

Our King has many Enemies, and thoſe lh 


malicious, tho' he has done the leaſt of any Prince 
in the World to make himſelf Enemies, and as much 


as any ever did to make his Enemies his * 
yet they ceaſe not to purſue him with unwearied 
Malice; we ought the more earneſtly to pray, that 


vour as with a Shield. 


He has many great and honourable Deſigns for 


the publick Good, and Peace of the World, and of 
the Churches of God in the World, we ought to pray 


that God would continually guide and direct him, 


N 


1 


God would always compaſs him about with his Fa- 
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J think we may ſafely pray for him, as the People 


of Iſrael did for David, Pſal. 20. 4. The Lord grant 
thee according to thine own Heart, and fulfil all thy Counſel. 


He has found us to be too much of a divided diſ- 


contented Spirit, and therefore has need of Wiſs 
dom, as that of an Angel of God, to go in and 
out before us with an even and ſteddy Conduct. 
We are oblig'd to pray that the Royal Family 
may be bleſſed of God, their Royal Highneſſes, and 


their illuſtrious Offspring, that fince God alone is - 


that Potentate that hath Immortality, after onr 
Gracious Sovereign hath fulfilled his Days, and 
ſerv'd his Generation according to the Will of 
God, there may never want one of his Houſe to 
fill the Throne of theſe Kingdoms, train'd up for 
Government by affectionate Obedience, and ar- 


knowledging that God, by whom Kings reign, and 


Princes decree juſtice. 
We are obliged to pray for all in Avkbeciey un- 


der him, and over us; for thoſe with whom the Ad- 


miniſtration of publick Affairs is chiefly entrufted ; 
iris the unavoidable Difficulty that Princes, as Men, 
labour under, that they muſt ſee many Things with 
the Eyes of others, hear with their Ears, and a& by 
their Hands ; the Eaſe of the Prince, and Safery 


of the People require it; we have reaſon to pray 


that God would teach our Senators Wiſdom; that 
thoſe at the Hehn may be Men underſtanding rhe Times, 
and knowing what the Nation ought to do, 1 Chron. 12. 


32. We ſhould not be haſty to take up an evil Re- 
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portagainft thoſe the King thinks fit to employ; the 
height of their Station makes them to be look d up- 
on with an invidious Eye, they may certainly claim 
the Right which every private Perſon enjoys, to 


have their Conduct proy'd to be wrong before it be 


cenſured as ſuch ; Aſperſions caſt upon them without 
ſufficient Evidence, are not only an Injury to them, 
but an Affront to him by whom they are employ d. 
Our Conſtitution is ſo happily fram'd, that unleſs 
we be forſaken of God, it cannot fail to ſecure it ſelf 
againſt any unſufferable and fatal Errors in the Ad- 
miniſtration ; in this I think we ought to acquieſce, 
and not ſuffer our ſelves to be miſled by the Lan- 
guage or Libels of thoſe who are Enemies to the Mi- 
niſtry, chiefly for their Zeal and Vigilance in the 
Service of the Government. 

2. Our Prayers for the King, and all in Abs] 
ty ſnould be attended with Thankſgivings. We have 
reaſon to bleſs God for our Sovereign King George; 
How well did God provide for theſe Nations in a 
very critical Juncture! We might have then fallen 
into a common Confuſion, and like {frael in the 
Captivity, Hof. 3. 4. might have remain'd for many 
Days without a King, without a Prince, without a Sacri- 
fice, without an Ephod, and without Teraphim, without 
any rightful regular Magiſtracy or Miniſtry ; but 
He who is the Ruler among the Nations made good 
Proviſion for us, a Prince that was the Son of No- 
bles, which Solomon tells us, is a Bleſſing, as it pre- 
vents that Emulation that always diſcovers it ſelf in 
a 
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a Nation, when the Son of a Subject gets into the 
Throne; the next Prince in the Proteſtant Line, de- 


ſcended from a very antient Stem of Britiſh Kings, 


and that, by Anceſtors that were Confeſlors for the, 
Reform'd Religion ; one, to whom the Nation was, 
bound to pay their Allegiance by more Laws than 
one, for many Years before he came into Poſſeſſion; 
and one, whom we could not refuſe without i - 
volving our ſelves in Perjury and Rebellion. Him- 
ſelf a rich, powerful and ſovereign Prince, inveſted 
with more abſolute Authoriry than our Conſtitution 
allows, and yet one, who always executed that 
Power with ſo much Kindneſs and Equity, as made. 
bim the Father and Delight of his People; one of 
mature Age and Experience in Government, Wiſe 


and Stedfaft, the Happy Root of very numerousand. 


iuuſtrious Branches, a ſtrict Obſerver of our Laus, 
and Defender of our Liberty, engaged in the beſt 


Alliances, and ſought to, as Arbitrator of the con- 


tending Princes and Powers of Europe; in a Word, 
one under whom, if the Fault be not our own, we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable Life in all Godli- 
neſs and Honeſty. And therefore, 

3. While we are praying and praiſing God bor 
our Sovereign King George, let us be ſure faithful- 
ly to anſwer the Deſigri of God i in placing us under. 
ſuch a Government. Let it be our conſcientious 
Care to lead a quiet and peaceable Life, let us keep 
our ſelves within our Sphere of Action, not exer- 
ciſing our ſelves in Things too high for us; let us 
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not come near the Tents of Murmurers, nor hears 
xen to thoſe that tell us we are neglected by a Go 
vernment-that has befriended us more than any un- 
der which we have yet liv'd : Ler us in particular, al- 
ways behave our ſelves as becomes a dutiful and an- 
oblig d People, that we may roll away the Reproacl 
which has been undeſervedly caſt upon us; and may 
cut off Occaſion from thoſe that ene 
Sint us. | 
Above all, let us prove the Quiet and Tranqui- 
lity we enjoy, in making ſuitable Advances in all 
practical Godlineſs, diſcharging all the Duties of 
" the firſt and ſecond Table, walking humbly and 
thankfully with our God, uprightly and inoffenſive- 
; towards all Men, doing what in us fies to ſtem 
e Torrent of Infidelity and profaneneſs, deſirous 
by our Examples and Prayers to ſtand in the Gap, 
and prevent the Miſeries our Sins deſerve, and to 
which our Folfies and our fierce Contentions have 
expos'd us, that fo we may yet live to ſee that Pro- 
mife * fulfild' ro our Land, Ha. 34. 16. Wiſdom 
and Knowledge ſhall be the Stability of thy Times 
and Strength of of Salvation, and che Fear of the Lord, | 
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away by Death, and leave our native Land ſtill in 

4 fluctuating and uncertain State, yet we may be 
found prepar d for a Kingdom that cannot- be 
moved, * there enjoy perfect Feste iy 
for ever. | 
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